Evolution of a Surgical Philosophy in Orthognathic Surgery.
A surgical philosophy of orthognathic surgery is presented. It has evolved over an entire surgical career as orthognathic surgical goals have evolved to become primarily aesthetic. In this context, the occlusal result serves as a means of achieving the aesthetic ends. It relies on the physical examination, using qualitative concepts of facial appearance, to be the most important determinant of treatment plans. It makes a distinction between a quantitatively normal face and one that is visually well proportioned and emphasizes the attributes of the soft tissue. The emotional expression of the patient is also considered in treatment planning. By using surgical tactics that provide control of facial projection and height, this philosophy affords the surgeon an opportunity to manipulate the skeletal elements to the extent that one can simultaneously achieve a well-proportioned face and favorably influence the appearance of the soft tissues and facial countenance.